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During 2007, 25.4 million articles were marked
by all of the United Kingdom assay offices, an
increase of 29 over the previous year. This input
was well below levels three years ago and the
market remains volatile. There was a decrease
of 5% in gold articles and an increase of 7% in
siver articles, whilst platinum figures remained
relatively neutral. This shift from gold o silver was
almost certainly a result of the very high gold
price experienced during the year. The number
of articles hallmarked at London fell by 4.4%
A main focus of attention during the yvear was the
opening of a sub-office in the premises of Brink’s
Limitecd at Heathrow Airport. This new facility
was a response to the need to provide a belter
service for the increasing number of manufacturers
and retailers who choose o import jewellery
and silverware. The co-operation with Brink's
decreases the number of steps in the distribution
chain whilst increasing security. The facility is
equipped with the latest hallmarking technology:
The Greville Street sub-office has tumed out to
be an instant success and has received very
favourable feedback from the trade. In its first vear
of aperation, 137000 articles were marked.

ANTIOUE PLATE COMMITTEI

A total of 266 articles were examined, of which
150 conformed to the Hallmarking Act. The
remainder comprised 48 with alterations and
additions, 50 with fransposed marks and 18 with
counterfeit marks. There was a general feeling that
the level of sophistication in the faking procedures
was increasing

The Fakes and Forgeries seminars scored two

notable firsts: a seminar was held outside of the Hall
for the first time, hosted by the Edinburgh Assay
Office; and seminars were then held abroad fin
Morth Americal

SUSPECTED OFFENCES

Thirteen suspected offences against the
Hallmarking Act were reported to the Office by
local authornity trading standards officers, which
resulted in three prosecutions

The Assay Office presented two seminars for the
Trading Standards Institute. They were provided
free of charge to the Institute and were designed
to improve the hallmarking knowledge of trading
standartds officers. The seminars had a similar
format to the Fakes and Forgeries seminars with
a series of lectures in the morming, followed by a
hands-on session using a combination of genuing

and fake items in the afternoon

STANDARDS COMMITTEES

Vioting took place over the summer for 1SV
DS 11494 idetermination of platinum by ICP;
ISO/DIS 11495 (determination of palladiom by
ICPY; 1SO/DIS 15093 (determination of platinum,
gold and palladium by differencel; 1SO/DIS 15096
idetermination of silver by differencel; and 150/
DIS 11596 sampling of precious metals for jewellery
alloysl. A meeting of TC 174 to discuss the outcome is
needed before the standards can be finally adopted

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
Slovakia and Cyprus acceded to full membership
in 2007, Officials from the Pakistan Government
visited London to seek assistance from the Assay
Office with the establishment of hallmarking
facilities within Pakistan with a view to joining the
Convention, as soon as possible. Four delegates
from Pakistan were trained during the year, The
meeting of the International Convention took place
al Goldsmiths’ Hall on 14 April 2008

INTEBRNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

O ASSAY OFFICES (1IAAD)

The Assay Offices of Catalonia and Menorca in
Spain signed the Memorandum of Uinderstanding.
To reflect the growing number of assay offices
outside of Europe who have signed the
Memorandum of Understanding, the Association
decided to change its name to the Internaticnal
Association of Assay Offices formerly the Association
of European Assay Offices). The inaugural meeting
took place at Goldsmiths' Hall on 15 April, following
the Convention meeting the previous day. It was
attended by 67 delegates from 229 countries.

CHAMNGI
HALLMARKING ACT]

The Mixed Metal Amendment and pre-1950
amendments, discussed in this report last year,
had come into force on & Aprl 2007 New
guidance notes were drawn up to reflect these

changes and are now available from the assay
offices. A Regulatory Impact Assessment is being
prepared by the British Hallmarking Council to
modify the Act to include palladium as a metal
which requires hallmarking. It is expected that
the legislation will come into force in 2009.
Further changes to the Act may well be needed
to accommuodate the implications of the European
Unian Services Directive.

S TAFI]

Tim Swann received his long service award.
Kevin Bowles became Manager of the Heathrow
Sub-Office after several successful years as Head
of the Gold Department. lan Raymond, formerly
Head of the Silver Department, returned last year in
a new role as the Process and Quality Development
Manager. Another new position, Marketing Manager,
was filled by Christina Reti who also co-ordinated
the overseas Fakes and Forgeries seminars, John
Love, the Superintendent Assayer, confessed that
he could no longer stand the singing when helping
out in the Packet Handiing Department: suitable
personal protective equipment has been issued 1]

RirJerry Wiggin and Ronnie Le Dis, guest speakers
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WORK DEALT WITH BY ASSAY OFFICE LONDON FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 2007
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